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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH:

Jim Baerg

dba Montana Energy+Design
Jim Baerg was raised on a farm on the hi-line and graduated from Glasgow High School.  After attending the University of Montana for several years, he moved to the Gallatin Valley.  He was an early proponent and practitioner of Energy Efficient residential construction, starting in the mid 1970’s.  

Jim designed and built energy efficient houses in Gallatin and Park Counties into the mid 1980’s until the effects of the first energy crisis subsided.  He also is responsible for several commercial scale greenhouses and numerous attached residential greenhouses.  Jim also sold a line of insulated window coverings for many years.  His design work has always been based on the art of combining livable, affordable and efficient features.  Jim’s knowledge of thermodynamics, Montana weather and building design strategies is based on long experience and a close reading of leading technical reports.  He has used energy analysis in his design work since the days of hand-held programmable calculators.

Jim Baerg has also had considerable experience with historic restoration and remodeling.  He is particularly proud of his work restoring the Tinsley Homestead House at the Museum of the Rockies in Bozeman.  He currently resides in a 1914 brick house that is (slowly) undergoing a thorough energy renovation.

Jim was active in the SW Montana Homebuilders Association, serving for a time on the Board and one term as President of the Association.  He is also a founding member of the Bozeman (Crossroads) Food Coop, and of AERO, the Alternative Energy Resources Organization, now located in Helena.  His work included organizing the first Alternative Agriculture conference in Billings in 1976, serving as the Technical Director of the New Western Energy Show, and leading many solar hot water collector workshops around the state.  Jim taught numerous energy efficient courses, wrote articles and lectured.

In the mid 1990’s, Jim and his family moved to Seattle to work and pursue graduate school.  While there, he spent two years with Schultz Miller Construction, one of Seattle’s top high-end remodeling contractors.  Jim received a Masters in Architecture at UW working with a number of leading sustainable designers who were at the forefront of Seattle’s sustainable building boom.  Upon graduation, Jim worked as an Intern Architect for Balance Associates in Seattle, primarily on residential house design.  
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Jim and his family returned to Montana in the summer of 2006.  He worked as an Architect-in-Training for Van Bryan Studio Architects in Bozeman before opening his own design and consulting office in Livingston.  Montana Energy+Design focuses on sustainable building design, consulting on technical energy issues and supporting sustainable community projects.  Jim is currently studying for his licensing exams.

